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IEPCRT CF THC CIVIL ATROUAUTICS BOARD
on the
Investigation of an Accident Involving Aircraft
During a Lo¢al Instruction Flzght

An aceident wuica occurred st Hudson farnort, Garlsnd, Texas, aboub
10:30 p.m, on July 19, 1943, reculled in seriows injuries teo Student
Nick Chsrles Borarko and nanor wnjurics to las instructor, Kenreth Earl
Morgan. HMorgen, an instruchtor employed by the Lallas Avzation Cormpany,
Dallas, T.xas held a comerszizl pilot cortaficate w.th siarle-entine
land, 0-270 i.p., and Ilight anslructor ratongs. He had accurmlated
approxaniiely 12300 hours of solo flight tame, rboit 60 of “mich were
night flying. Bovarko nsld = student pirlot ceirtificate and wes cnrolled
for flaght treinine &b the Dallas Avastion School. The sircrafi, a
Fairchild 24 C3-F, NG 16833, cmed by Long & Harmon, vos extensively
damg ged.

Instructer I'organ had intented to solo Studert Royarko on the night
of tho seccadent. and hnd complsted two ducl proctics flighes around the
sirrert, making tiro londingn.  Akout 10 20 pem. they tock off cguin
tovrrd the souil an tacur thuard cireunt of the fiwld. VWhen they had
rencasc an altilvde oo epprovamctoly 300 faot, th coreraft wnhs observed
to rake the custcmary left tawwrm an the traffic matiern and head in an
casterly dareccion. Almoct zam aa.tely thercalter, several wilneosses
g2 the .irercit turn 120° to the 10 {t, .fter ~wach the cneine wos
throttled and ths plane deseend-d 2n o glide across the lane of traffic
to the rest in wmnat appered 0 b an intuenacd caergency crossiind lend-
m7. Traveling st & opued aftincled to have pecn between 80 to 100
Iepsh. 1% contaeclza the ground vhecls farst, skidded iorward about 100
iavt, somersaulted to ats back cna slid enothor 100 fect forwerd befora
coming to rust on the cairport.

Eromination of the ~wroeckaze rrvesloa no cvadince of failure of any
part of the aircraft prior vo ampuct. Insiructor liorgen stotec that
wptedzately ofter they hod mode thewr first 1o/t turn in the trairfic
pattorn, th: shtuaont coxed oum 1l he "didr 't smell smokc" ond added,
"Tacn T toox a look ovt both leit .nd rignt szdes back tovards tae
tzil. Tv locked like smoke end flomes ~nd sparks "orc ceming out the
tail, I though* the tail ond s on firc. Thaen I turned te the 1=t
180°, heading v st, throvtlir T motor to ~n ~irrpeed of 80 or 90 m.p.h.,
closed throttle baiere reaching bounderv of fiuld . Touched ground 2t
gpproximtely 8C ri.p.h.e I nadc a fast whedl lrnding, I could vision
th- tml burning and 'vs 1n & hurry to got stoppac. I musl have nressed
too hord on the brekes or vrs thrown forisrd on hittang the ground and
pressed forward on the stick which put the sarplane on 1ts back." IMarks
on the ground indicat.d clourly tnaet the waeels conteetzd the ground
with the brokes locked and as thy plane skidded forvmrd the propeller
had made 1ts marks on thz ground writh each rovolution. Wone of the
many witnesses obscorved any fire and thore was no indacation of farc
found an the airplens.

This model aircraft is cquapped viath a herting jezcket eround the
carburetor intake with an zxhaust tube which cxtonds cut of the side
of the engine cowling snd sparks end flore cre visarble doring naebt
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flight. This exhaust flame 1s praesent, in varying deprees, in all air-
prlanes but 1s not visible in daylight. 1liithouv Morgan's statement,

1t would be difficult lo believe thzt & pilot-instructor with 60 hours
of night flying expericnce could be so conrfused. Thoe moon had risen
within fave 1mnutes of the reported accident znd 1t 15 possible that
when the pilot locked back, he saw a stroak of the =chaust ana at the
same tamo caugat 2 glampse of the rising moon over hus tail surfeces
and this combin: toon of ordanary circunstances so confused him that he
was convinzed thet he had fire in the taxl of the carpleone,

Inz probahle cause of this aceirdent »us the utter confusion of
tiac instructor-pilet which rosulted in commlete lsck of fechnique in

exXeeutlng ¢n unn<ce ssary werponey londing.
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